Roy S. Rovozzo
April 2, 2018

Roy Rovozzo passed away on the morning of April 2, 2018 in Willimantic, CT. Roy S.
Rovozzo was born January 29, 1932 at Johnson Memorial Hospital in Stafford Springs,
CT. His parents, Sam (Massamino) Rovozzo and Edna (Hayford) Rovozzo, had moved to
Connecticut from Vermont in 1925, after hearing of work opportunities at the Hall Textile
Mill in Willington, CT. One of five children, Roy grew up primarily in “The Village”, the Hall
Company housing area near the mill. His older brothers, Reginald and Arthur Leon, looked
out for him at first, although the tight local community proved more often a supportive
rather than competitive environment. Roy’s favorite activities as a youth included
swimming (or alternatively, skating) on the nearby Hall’s Pond and playing basketball at
grammar school, where he joined the team, later competing on the area high school level.
Roy was also interested in baseball and was able to bat effectively either right or lefthanded. His pastimes had to be wedged into a busy schedule because his father, Sam,
kept the children engaged with tasks and around-home responsibilities. This orientation
produced in Roy a strong work ethic. Around the time of his brother Arthur’s premature
death, the Rovozzo Family moved to a small farm in Willington, CT. In spite of difficult new
chores and having to do much of the work by hand, with no tractors, the farm helped to
further inspire Roy’s love of the land and gardening, as well as animal life. Never a hunter
or fisherman, like Sam and Arthur, Roy wanted to see animals undisturbed in their natural
surroundings. Always a fan of the New England based sports teams, Roy had more than a
few disagreements with locals whose families had moved here from New York State. Later
a follower of pro football, he liked watching games featuring the Detroit Lions, Green Bay
Packers, Dallas Cowboys, and Pittsburg Steelers, until the emergence of the revitalized
New England Patriots in recent years. After attending Windham High School through the
mid to late 1940s, Roy went to work at the Storrs UConn Campus, at first in a crew of men
who had to do furniture moving and unskilled labor. He next worked with carpenters,
painters, and mechanics. The anticipation of his imminent Korean War draft notice
prompted him to join the United States Navy. Roy served for two hitches, four years
aboard the U.S.S. Columbus, and was trained to operate the ship’s large guns. Deployed
around the world, the Columbus visited 25 nations and ports from Boston, MA to Hawaii
during Roy’s enlistment. His Navy years were marred only by a phase of illness after an

emergency surgery and an infection which almost proved fatal. Returning to state
employment in 1954, Roy began to work at UConn’s “Key Control” with a friend from
earlier years, Leonard Todd. At first part of the maintenance division and later merging
with the security division, key control personnel kept track of all keys made, loaned, and
circulated on campus, as well as providing upkeep and repairs for every lock throughout
UConn’s facilities, dorms, and installations. Roy eventually became the supervisor of Key
Control. By 1957, Roy met Science graduate student Grace Ann Catanio of Rhode Island
who was working on her degree at UConn. They were married and, with plenty of help
from their friends, UConn acquaintances, and Roy’s father, they built their own house in
1959-1960, in Willington, CT. Their son Arthur Warren was born in 1960. Roy retired from
state employment in 1987 after 37 years. Apart from keeping busy with gardening and
outdoor projects, he took care of his elderly mother until 1996. Roy kept involvement with
carpentry, woodworking, and also wood carving, as part of his life. He was fascinated by
antiques, and as a hobby, was interested in rock tumbling and polishing after meeting
‘rockhounds’ on Cape Cod, MA. In later years he built numerous bird houses, some
elaborate and in bright colors. He was beginning to repair his Father’s barn at the point
when heart and health problems curtailed his activities. A great lover of automobile
design, he particularly liked cars and trucks of 1930s to 1950s vintage. His own favorite
car was a blue and white 1956 Chevrolet. Roy is survived by his sister, Beverly Morgan
McCall of Chaplin, CT, and his son, Arthur W. Rovozzo of Willington, CT. Donations in
Roy’s name may be made to Old Sturbridge Village, 1 Old Sturbridge Rd., Sturbridge, MA
01566, Foodshare, 450 Woodland Ave., Bloomfield, CT 06002, or to Joshua’s Trust, 624
Wormwood Hill Rd., Mansfield Center, CT 06250. Calling hours will be held on Monday,
April 9, 2018 from 3-5 P.M. at Introvigne Funeral Home, Inc., 51 East Main St., Stafford
Springs, CT. A graveside service will take place on Tuesday, April 10, 2018 at 2 P.M. at
Willington Hill Cemetery, Turnpike Rd. (Rte. 74), Willington, CT. In addition to these
services, a special remembrance event is being planned for Sunday, May 6, 2018 at 3
P.M. at the Packing House, The Mill Works (old Hall Thread Mill Building II), 156 River Rd.
(Rte.32), Willington, CT. All are welcome! For online condolences or directions, please
visit: www.introvignefuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

My memory of a great guy named Roy always was a smiling customer at Skoras
Barber Styling Shop. Laughing and talking to customers waiting to get their haircut.
What a joy he was to talk to. Holly

Holly Upton - April 18, 2018 at 01:05 PM

“

I was so sad to read of the passing of my long-time friend, Roy. We go back a very
long way - both born in January, 1932 at Johnson Memorial Hospital in Stafford
Springs, went all through elementary and high school together, played on all of
Willington's ball teams (Roy and I were ALWAYS the guards on the basketball
teams), both went to work at UCONN after Windham High School, both went into the
service in the Korean War (Roy-Navy, Myself -Army), both back to UCONN after war
- Roy to work, myself as a student. After 1950, I left Willington, teaching in East
Hartford, the UK, and finally at Keene State College in New Hampshire - retiring in
1998. I would stop to visit with Roy any time i came back to visit my parents - who,
before their passing, still lived about 1/2 from Roy's home. We had great chats about
the "old days" in Willington. For Roy's family, please accept my most sincere
sympathy.
Bill Pardus,
Marlborough, New Hampshire

Bill Pardus - April 08, 2018 at 01:07 PM

“

Our neighbor. Although we never met I have admired the man for years. Such a
beautiful and well kept home. Always enjoyed the view of the brightly colored
birdhouses lining his property, seeing this man walk the walkway he mowed often
along with his cat! I was never able to pass his home without glancing to the side to
view his field. All of the various wildlife would congregate there. I drove by yesterday
and there were eight deer standing in his field. Seems he lived a wonderful life. His
presence will be sadly missed.
A neighbor

Christel A Barry - April 07, 2018 at 06:19 PM

